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The Life of Government Nagare Khane in Safavid & Qajar Era

Abstract

The study of historical sources and documents, especially in the field of music, will make possible the
understanding of the importance and position of Nagara Khana (Timpani Houses) and the life of Nagara
Khana music in the courts of kings, governors, authorities and biglarbegis (high-ranking person), as
well as the communities of those days.

Since the government Nagara Khana was the focal point of the country's official musical activity,
especially during the Safavid era - from Shah Abbas | to the beginning of the reign of Naser al-Din
Shah Qajar - it is necessary to know about the life of Nagara Khana music and the position of this music
in government and society. In addition, it is necessary to know about the duties of a person in Nagara
Khana and the main instruments of this type of music. The question is that what was the role of Nagara
Khana music as the only official music organization of the country in protecting and prolonging the
scientific foundation of Iran’s national music and its instruments in that era? Given the prohibitions of
the Shiite religion on the art of music and given the musical policy of the kings during the Safavid and
Qajar eras.

This article has been compiled with a descriptive and historical approach, based on library studies on
history of music sources and travelogues. The Nagara Khanas were an official place and gathering for
musicians to preserve and develop the songs of national music and the training of the instruments until
the military music branch of Dar al-Funun established in the middle of the reign of Naser al-Din Shah

Qajar and the fundamental scientific developments in the field of national music of Iran.

Keywords: Safavid, Qajar, Nagara Khana Music, Nagara, Karnay, Sorna
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