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Description and Exploration of the Utilization of Iranian Decorative Arts in
Relation to Iranian Musical Instruments: A Case Study of the Daf.

Abstract

This research focuses on exploring the utilization of decorative arts on Iranian musical instruments, specifically
the Daf, investigating designs in categories such as calligraphy, painting, photography, and more. The research
methodology is fundamentally descriptive. The main objectives include describing and categorizing the existing
designs on the Daf and elucidating the roles of certain decorations. Based on the general classification according
to the skin type and overall decoration type, it is possible to refer to five groups: "Painted Skin Dafs,"
"Calligraphed Skin Dafs,” "Calligraphed Artificial Skin Dafs,” "Painted Artificial Skin Dafs,” and "Printed
Acrtificial Skin Dafs." In terms of the details of the applied decorations, the existing patterns are divided into five
groups: "Calligraphic Designs," "Painting Designs," "Graphic Designs," "Photographic Designs," and "Common
Designs," each of which includes its own specific subcategories. In the realm of calligraphy, the prevalent use of
Nastalig and Cursive Nastaliq lines is observed, often depicting religious, love, and mystical themes. Painting
designs prominently feature miniatures and culturally themed motifs, transforming the Daf into a canvas for
Iranian art and culture. Unlike painting, graphic designs incorporate non-Iranian concepts, introducing diversity
and customization possibilities for implementing designs on the Daf. such as designs related to Iranian and the
Far East mysticism. In the category of photographic design, the image of natural skin is the most numerous design.
Also, the most common subject in all groups is related to Sama Dance.
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