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Comparative comparison of pictorial and visual elements of the Ascension of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) in the Timurid and Safavid periods with an emphasis on the effects of mysticism

Abstract

In the history of Islamic culture, art and civilization, the subject of the ascension of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) has always been of interest. Artists are also among those who have illustrated this religious belief
throughout the ages. So that in every historical period, according to the spiritual thoughts, the taste of patrons
and kings, and religious beliefs, as well as the taste of painters, several versions of the Ascension of the
Prophet (PBUH) have been drawn. Due to the presence of fixed factors such as (Prophet, Barag, Angels,
Gabriel, etc.), various factors have caused differentiation between the images of each period. Among the
most important illustrated versions of the Prophet's ascension, we can mention the Timurid and Safavid
ascension paintings, which are of high value. Therefore, the main question raised is: What are the
differences between visual and visual elements in the pictures of the ascension of the Prophet (PBUH) in
the two Timurid and Safavid periods with regard to mystical influences? Thus, the main goal of this research
is a comparative comparison of visual and pictorial elements of the Ascension of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) in the Timurid and Safavid periods, emphasizing the effects of mysticism in each period. The
research method is descriptive-analytical in terms of its nature and execution method, and fundamental in
terms of its purpose. The method of collecting information was done in a documentary and library way.
Statistical population: number of 3 paintings of the Meraj illustrated in the Timurid period, including:
(Meraj-Nameh of Mir Haidar, Khavaran-nameh of Ibn Hossam Khosfi and Khamseh Nizami) and 3
pictures of Meraj from the Safavid period, including: (Khamseh Tahmasabi, Haft Orang Jami and
Falnameh) have been selected. The obtained results indicate that: the illustrated books and versions of the
books in each period are suitable for the new book writing environment and the taste of its patrons, as well
as the religious and mystical trends and according to the desire of the order. The authors of each version,
despite the fact that the visual elements in the pictures are the same, there are differences in the way they
are drawn as well as visual elements, which can be found by studying the intellectual and religious
backgrounds of the society and considering He recognized the accuracy of the painter's opinion. In this
research, visual and visual factors were discovered in the Ascension paintings of each period and placed in
tables.

Key words: Merajnameh, ascension of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh), Timurids, Safavid, Barag.
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